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« The Intelligencer. 
Mr,” Inteltigencer, a 


H AVING but lately met with the fol. 
lowing Propofals in a Letter.to the 
Author of the London-¥ournal, bearing Date 
March 308b. 1728. And having the greateft 
Veneration and Efteem for the Writer of it, 
as well as the beft Opinion of his va Abdili- 
ties for the Undertaking ; 5 I hope, I do not 
come too late, in giving « helping Hand to 
{pread it abroad for the Autbor’s Advantage, 
and Benefit of the Learned World, by giving 
ita Poetick Dréfs, which I'think Would have 
been much better from bis own Peng had he 
been in a humour of verfsfying ; for hie has 
the moft extraordinary Talents ryt y of 
any Man now living, cere A. P. There is 
a turn and beauty ofDahgiige, as well as 
Thought, cary on with ‘the geeateft! Per- 
fpicuity thro’ the whole, much ih the man- 
net of Pear “This Town has’ been of ae 
ular Advantage to me; for the ¢ san 
bi politenefs of. iis Prof. tall pa to 
the Oech fe and. Mufick of my Verfes, pure- 
Wy owit# to my- Transferring as mach of 
his- Expreffion, as: 1 poffibly could, into my 
Performance. _ this elegant ae 
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of his, the World will fee what they are to 
expect from him ; at leaft a vaft deal of Or- 
thodox Divinity, Critical Remarks, Solid Ar. 
gument,, wholefome ubion, clear Informa. 
tion, with an entertasming beauty of Style, pe- 
culiar to the Great saltinened §---d.-4---7, 
And now I have named him, I need fay no 
ghore to recommend the Work but what 
follows. 


Your great Admirer and Well-wither, 
A. 8. 





Church-ftreet, Soho, March 30, 1728, 
Jo the Author of the LONDON JOUKNAL 


SIR, 


Have publithed the Specimen of a Book, 

Entitled, An Unstverfal View of all the 
eminent’ Writers ow the Holy Scriptures; 
being a Gollettion of | the Differtations, Ex- 
plications, and Opinjons, of learned Men in af 
Ages, concerning the dificult Paffages and. ob. 
feure Texts of the Bible; and of mnaseer® is 
to be met with in Profane Aughors, whigh may 
contribute towards the better Underftauding 
of Them. , 
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I beg the Favour of communicating to the 
World; by!means-of your Paper, what I 
think at. prefene neceflary to fay, towards 
the unfolding my Defign’in this Work,and 
to anfwer the Objettions which I have heard 
made againft it. rs 

Moft of the Articlés whereof I tréat, ire, 
at one time or other,) made the Subjeét: of 
common Difeourfe ; and:too many Perfons, 
who debate in private om thefe Points, ure 
unfusnith’d with proper:and rational Ma~ 
terials. f r:fuch Converfation.; ©. \\\y 5 

Thefe Obfervationsoctafion’d my forming 
a Defign, to colleé, into one View, the chict 
Sentiments of pede eae > a 
Languages, on thofe: jects, for: the Be 
nefit only-of common Difeocste aid dadivi 
Gion; But ;when I cime to reflect more ctafely 
an the: Matter, I found, befides my obliging: 
the Generakity-of Reatlets; atid my enlarging 
the Fund of Scriptural, Knowlédge dmongit: 
the Unkearned; that) E was it-afair way. of 
doing Servite to; the Learned; ,and: more bi’ 
telligenr Part of my Country-men likewife;> 
becaufe, by means of this: Work, they -wotr'd: 
fave abundance of Time, which! is now 
in turging, over ftorn Book to! Book, and’ 
from, JPage|. to Pege, the numiberiefs Aux 
thors, which I hall quote; And. if, ahy of» 
them ate-inctin’d to confult the Origtnals; 
1 promise to refer them: faithfully. to the 
Line, and) Page; and b:began further to. 

conceive; 
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conceive, that I-fhoulé oblige many among 
the Learned, by faving them abundance of 
Coft and Expence. tn purchafin feveral 
Books, which it will ‘be 'fofficient for them 
to fee and hear of, in the Quotations of my 
View. 

The Reader is defir’d to obferve, that there 
is no BibMotheque, no Collettion of this kind, 
fo comfleat, now extant, in any Language, 
as 1 frail thew.in my general Preface tot 
Whole; and it muft notybe forgot, that the 
Englifh want fuch’ a Colteétion, ‘midre’ than 
moit other Chriftian Nations... 

AU the ObfRGions, which # thvexHedid, 
will be anfwer’d by ‘what follows)’ whereby 
thife Perfons, particularty, with fad: them- 
felvés ‘miftaken, who ‘imagine that the Jin. 
ménfity of the Work ought ‘buth’'td terrific 
them from irdging, and me from un- 
dertaking it. Fort thall not’go thro’ ‘the 
whole Bible’ Verfe by Vere, a8 in the Spe- 
cimen. MOSES’ fir} Chapter 9s aw ukitire 
Piete, on the Crcation,'and 1 could rot omit 
one’ Line of it; bat mi vent Actietes 
Willobe taken ‘fiém pters and 
Verfes, very diftantoften from one another : 
Nay, 1 thall leave Whole Books of thé Bible 
untouch’d, viz. fuch us ere Motal or 'Posti- 
cab only, or meerly ‘Hiftorical ; and ¥ Aiall 
take Notice of no Parts of thofe Books, but 
fach as are very Corious and Intricate afid 


hate occafion’d fometbing extradrdiraty to 


— a eEowwr SS r,etr,rt ti‘ 
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be faid On fhem. ‘Befides, ic mult be con- 
fidered that I thall omit numberlefs Authors, 
on evety Sobject; and that, without any 
dread of difpledfing, or of pleafing 
any Sefts or Parties of People; and 1 ‘hall 
galy collect from the miolt received Authors 
‘on pe A pork sige ag ery fhall ex- 


cept or Abilities, whdt- 
re the yr for 
ments of the Fathers and antient 


cobeedlcta. will be fufficient anfwer'd 
for outof POOLE’s dan it woud 


be an it thet, easy and ork, ae We 
he 


traéf allt 


tings but mht ee at 
el ill be 
pe tos AVIUS, 
i few Further hething 7 
v grecal either fo Me of ¥ t 
Reader, as to give a rie ail of all the 
Stuff that was published Abroad about, the 
Time of,.and.e long while after the Refor- 
mation and it t wou'd be more nace ist 


to Peutye, we Pras erie 
the ning of the hat Century ry ih 
wards . End of it, and indeed for fo 


part of eee tury before it. 
Make be thanked, there wanted not 
great Gennes s, who wrot ip feveral Places 
2 the fame. Limes ; ‘and! I raife the Work 
to Two large Vols. in Folip, with what the 


learned and bright Part o “Mankind alone 
hare 
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have ,jeft, us, I may reafonably ame For. 
= for bot eHling my Paty into 
Fou: or more Fofiy’s, by thter ing tedi. 
ous Obfervations, and “icolons wit d and 
low Expofitions. 
1 hhall_ print tie Two Volumes within a 
“‘reafonable timie after my Subferiptions ceite 
in.; for I have my <Addjtiowxs “and Aineiid. 
ments, that are hy compleat th¢ Specimen, 
cena "and prepared’ ; which ‘Speciuien beitg 
; reprinted: for the Bod¥’ of tlhe Work, 
sai together. with what Co fedtiotis I hare 
by, me for fucceeding Articles,’ give’ me all 
imaginable avandee MH aie tt fer, ‘who 


_gannot, work ar the’ Pret as T cin 
RADY, ck Copy whieh I 

epoca ea feared 
j selee got. fo 


' Hs iy aE we an Ami ied f, to. tran. 
Be fr't Prete, that it ‘can't ‘never ftand 


ai, beg leave rehire ‘that’ béfides ‘the Be. 
“HEAD which erry “Bighifh Reatler, oF com- 
mon Sehfe. will'teap by this tidertaking, 
‘it will Be of more fpecial Setvicd! to young 
‘Didiges who may hereby at the fame time, 
Procure varicty of ay Pee and® gcatee a 
ftudious Curiofty, at a fmalt Expence > and 
who, by tueans of this Colleen will be 
fufficiently futnith’d ‘with’ 4. Bibliotheca Sa. 
cra; to which “if they add only’ POOLE’s 
Englifo Annotations on the O/d; and HA M- 

‘MOND’ 








‘them’: becaufe ‘every intelligent 
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MON D's Expofttion of the New Teftament, 
they will need few’ other Books for fotie 
Years, unlefs it be a Concordance to under- 
ftand ‘Sctipture. 

As to thofe who objett, that fuch a Va- 
ricty af Opinions on one Subjett, as I thail 
always produce, wilt rather confound than 
fatisty People, I beg leave to difsgree with 

erfon can 
judge for himfclf; and becaufe thofe of 
meaner “Capacities, may confult others. of 


better Underftanding ; every thing ‘heing 


latd before them im ‘plain Englifp. ~~ 
* And, in Truth, L cannot but efféem'fuch 
a Work, to be, in juftice, due'to the titha- 


: bitdnt OF obr Wands.’ Monfieur CALMET 


gives the following reafor for pulilithing 
Nine Volutties in Folio, containing. not only, 
his ‘own Cothments, but Variety of Opinions, 
concerning the difficult tarts of the ‘Bible, 
viz. that his Country-mén might, now, tead 
in their own Langaact; what has hitherto 
beett conteal’d trot thet in Helrew, Grivk, 
and CATR. mor ¥° ee 

A noble Attempt in “# 'Papift! and his 
Wotk’ is 15. well executed, 'that E-wifft En- 


‘couragement were given to have it all traa- 


flated‘thto Englifh. 

However, th? CALMET’s Religicy. 
and the Laws of his Cosntry, would net 
permit him to quote fo freely as he ought ; 
vet, thank God, we have that Liberty here ; 

aod 
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and, I hope, the ufe I make of it Won't want 
Encouragement, fince my Defign is the 
fame with CALMET’s, viz. publick 
laformation. 

His Religion, indeed, has no way to fub. 
fift, but by the Benefit of xxknown Tongues ; 
but the Truth of Holy Scripturg, and of the 
Proteftant-Religion, want no learned Veils, 
or Foreign-Couvertures. , 

Englifh Popery is much more pbomimabl:, 
than the Romifh \ 

t woud sow have it remembred, that I 
fhall produce nothing but what has -been 
publifh'd already in fome Language fi; 0. 
ther ; unlefs, perhaps, fome private Piece, 
very new aod extremely curious, fhould fall 
in my way. And I would have thofe.Prr- 
fons, who ate too fearful of my encouraging 
Scepticifm by thefe Books, believe, that I 
thall infert no Opinions which give Offence 
either to Natural or Reveal'd Religion; my 
intent being to, eftablith Frash,. which can 
only be done, by comiparing di t Senti- 
meats on the fame Subject, ) 

‘To let the Reader further into the Na- 
ture of my Defign,I here prefent him. with 
the Titles of my Articlesyfrom the Creation, 
to the Deluce ; by which he may form 4 
Judgment of the rett. 


. OF 





3a“ 0 mee. 
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1. Of the Creation. 
2. Of the Sabbath. 
3. Of the Paradifaical-State. 
4. Of the Fad. 
5. Of Sacrifice. 
6. Of Cain and Enoch. 
7. Of the Depravity of Men, before the 


( Flood. 
8. Of the Deluge. 


I cannot make aa End, without obfer: 
ving, that f fhall neither: oppofe, nor inter- 
fere with the Propofals of Dr. INNES. 
The Doétor’s Work (as 1 am told) is 
wholly Moral; mine is wholly Critical : 
He defigns to make Men better ; my ‘Aim 
is to make them ‘Wifer. ©. 

The Dogtor ‘refolves, (as I hear) to pafs 
by what ever has, hitherto, been written, 
in the Moral way; or'the Bible, and to m¢- 
ralize anew on-it himfelf.. Jam in a quire 
different Train: 1 fhall pubtith Vittle or ‘no- 
thing of my own, nor thal? 1 produce any 
one Author in the Do&tor’s way of Pro. 
ceeding. 

Dam, STR, 


Your bumble Servant, : 
JONATHAN SMEDLEY, 


Tov 
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OV that would read the Bible tarv ai 
To April 6 the London fourual, 
And by a Letter there you'll fee 


How inuch) the Text wi!l owe to me. 
Five thoufand Years and more —’tisodd 
None coud explain the Wordof GODS 
Of all the Learned, im all Ages, 


Thro’ all their long, laborious Pages, 
Till J, the Top of IRISH DEANS, 


Have wiace it one with Wondrous; pains, ° 


Ive Read the Dew'land all of Books, 
The Viorld may Read’enin my looks:: 
Above ten Wazgan load at leaft, 
Witlhinmy Skul! in Order place't 5 
Fron thence to jally forth a new, 
One Univerfal tingle View. 1 of 
Ive, likewife ranfack’d Books propbant 
Which 1 fhall mujter, to explain 
Whate'er is hid obfcure, perplext, 
As plain as Pike-ftaff, ev'ry Text, » 
Moft Articles, whereof 1 trear, 
Have been the Subjett of Debate, 
Full often o'er a Pot of Ale, 

When I was Rabby at Kinfale. 
Bus then, for want of Aatient Learning, 
The Scripture Senfe not well difcerning, 
Our Nights were paft in great Confufion, 
No mortal making one Conclufion. 

a ¢ find a Remedy for this, 


~ 


ope ix will not be amifs, 


qT 
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To furnifh my Affociates quondam, 
(That they no more difpute at randome) 
With choice Colleited Diflertations, 
Anfwers, Rejoinders. Replications, 
That each may have enough to fay, 
And bold the devipante bis own way. 
Protecto legi plus quam fatis, 
More Languages than Mithridates. 
All which I Learn'd (as will appear 
Since I left Ireland) im one Tear ; 
Where fuch, as knew my ftock, can tell, 
I fcarcely con'd Read Englith well. 
In this one Book I’ve done much more, 
Than all the World bas done before; 
Ne Bibliotheque, that 1s now extant, 
Has balf fo well explain'd a Text on't; 
With fo much eafe I can Command it, 
The greateft Dunce may underjtand it. 
If any thinks the Work too long 
Fer one Man's Head, I'll fhew he’s wrong ; 
Becaufe the way, which I intend, 
Will bring it quickly to av end. 
In Chapters bere. and there Ji! dip, 
Whole Books wot worth the Reading Skip, 
Whare'er's Poetical, or Moral, 
To them I have a mortal 9 uarral ; 
What meerly is Hiftorical, 
I fhall not touch upon at all; 
You'll fee me fach a Bibdle.trimmer, 
That I'll reduce it to a Primmer. 
As for the Fathers, they are all met, 
In Pool, Petawius, and Calmet, 
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I've Read em Page by Page, and find 
No gleaning Work for me bebind. 
And when I cut one Folio fhort, 
IVill not the Reader thank me for’t 2 
For I bave fo much Antient Lore 
J could have. fwell'd ‘em into four. 
We wait Subjcriptions comirg in, 
We're juft beginning to begin 3 
Tis this the Printer’s fole pretence is, 
We've Paper, Types, Amanuenfis ; 
And all, but what few Pence are owing, 
To fet the Prefs and me a going. 
One thing I beg leave to remark-——— 
For Young Divines, who're in the dark ; 
And Engiith Readers, who are ftraining 
In every Chapter for a meaning ; 
For Men of ters, and good Senfe, 
Here’s Learning at a fmall expence ; 
They ll find my Books, when well examin'd, 
Will do by Help if Pool aad Hammond ; 
And if the Parfons can afford ance 
A Bible with a large Concordance, 
I know not any thing they lack 
Except it be an Aimanaek. 
In my Compilement they pa fee 
Opinions, great Variety 
That every Schifmatick with ease, 
May find 4 Glots bimfelf to pleafe. 
Now Monjscur Calmet (like aa Olio) 
Difbt up nine Tratts of bis in Folio. 
To all bts Country.Men revial'd, 
What Latin, Hebrew, Greek conceal’ d, 











So 





( ry) 
So plainiw French, that every Peafans 
Breaks out with Rapture in the praife on's. 
0 what aGlorious learned beap is’t* 
A wond’rous Author for a Papitt! 
1 wifh in Englith twere Tranflared, 
And mine to wipe bis Rew rence fated. 
To what Perfettion bad be broucht 
His Books, with —- of Thougin ' 
But aX along he’s Crampt I find, 
And phar dur ft nor Poh me his mrénd ; 
For had he {aid a Word ‘gainft Popery, 
The Laws wou'd turn zs Neck with Rope wry. 
Thus Foreign Pop'sy #4 a Garfe, 
lida Popery 44 worfe. 
all, before ywu're todd, 
That what. Wrateifor New, is Old 
If any Adan-of Reading dooks 
He'll find, at all-in other Books ; 
5 Em. an Qrtbadox Divine, 
ve ftol'n my Comments ev'ry line. 
bere’s all the wrangling Tras I know 
leHod bere bith con ‘and pro, 
So well difpos’d of, ev'ry Man 
‘pid the Trievh out, if be can. 
rom the Creation to the Flood 
To foew you that my Work is good) 
ve drawn a Sketch, as I thought beft, 
0 form a Judgment of the rep. 
word or two before I clofe a, 
One Dottor Innis makes Propofal, 
poor Infipid Moral Tool,, 
d have the World to walk ly Rule. 


= 


He 
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He thinks I've nought to de, but nofe' him, 
I'd fee bi hang'd eer I ape? bites 
He ftrives to make Men good, but I Sir 
Refolve to make them worfe, and Wifer. 
It ever was my way to love 

The Serpent, rather than the Dove.: 
The Doktor, by a wain Presenfion, 
Depends upon bis awn Invention 

But I, who always liv’d om loan, 

Shan t Write a Sentence of my own, 


SLR, aoe vend 
I Have inferted your Poem, and think- 
have done your felf great ' by: 
“ thewing fo much Regard to a Perfon re. 
« ble Zeal fa recomindading a: Work, whieh 
“ ble in a  ] 
“ is likely to prove of the greateft Advantage: 
“ to our Church im general, in this degene- 
* rate Age of Prophanefs and Infidelity. 


I am with. due Refpe& Your's, eee. 
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